
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! JOHN GRAHAM WINS 
THE BRITISH SPRINT CHAMPIONSHIP 

 
LDMC member John Graham won the prestigious 2019 British Sprint Championship with a blistering 
final Top 12 run at the Sunday round of the club’s Anglesey meeting.  
 
The Windermere farmer had arrived in Wales with only a precarious one-point hold on the title and 
threw caution to the winds to power his Gould GR55B round the international circuit to take the run 
off win by 0.81 seconds. 
 
In the following pages of this special Bulletin John looks back at his journey to sprint glory. 
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     MY ROUTE TO WINNING THE 2019 BRITISH 
                  SPRINT CHAMPIONSHIP  
                               by John Graham 
 
 
Never look back always look forward … but I have fond memories of joining Longton and Liverpool 
motor clubs in the same year (still a member of both and hopefully for some time to come – they are 
both great clubs). 
 
I started sprinting and hill climbing in a Lotus Elan S4 which was fantastic fun, progressing to a Lotus 2 
Eleven, again equally enjoyable to drive but much quicker and starting to satisfy my thirst for speed.  
During the 2010 BSC event at Anglesey I noticed a Dallara for sale, it was again there at the October 
event, I viewed it while trying desperately not to look that bothered really!!! 
 
Spending an evening discussing a lot about single seater cars AND transporters, AND tow cars over good 
food and wine with Debbie, John and Lin Moxham the route was planned, having already decided 
against bike-engined cars as they are just not my bag! The deal was eventually done and the car 
appeared at the factory at Padiham late November, only to be driven round the trading estate that 
evening.  I remember John Moxham having a large smile on his face when I got out of the car! 
 
John agreed to share drive the Dallara F397 in 2011, primarily to have a season of fun and give support 
running the car. At the Anglesey BSC Meeting (entered in Nat B) a resounding result gave me a sixth 
overall. Four weeks later at a very, very, very soggy Elvington I gained my first FTD! September saw the 
first of many FTDs at Aintree and other venues including Three Sisters.  
 
In 2012 John went back to driving his beloved Pug and I decided to enter the British Sprint 
Championship, achieving the Foundation cup in my first season despite hankering for a V8 all year. 
 
I had a brief flurry in 2013 with a GR37 in a swap deal for the Dallara, which was short lived, and I 
switched back to the Dallara, finishing seventh overall. After scanning the internet all year for a V8 
eventually a Gould GR55B came up for sale,  I didn’t waste any time going to see it, completing the 
arrangement at the end of the year but not actually getting it until May 2014, as I had to wait for an 
engine refresh to be completed. 
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John started competing in the 
Gould in 2014 and soon 

realised the challenge of 
setting up and driving the 

complex single-seater which 
now boasts 680bhp. 

 
A partnership with car 
preparation expert Ian 

Rowlance brought many 
performance improvements. 



 
That season I finished seventh overall – but it was a huge learning curve on car set up, let alone driving 
the thing! I drove it for the first time at Bruntingthorpe testing ground on the way to Snetterton, 
competing there and driving it for the first time in anger (WOW). During the year I realised there was 
more than sitting in it driving - I wore the floor away during the first four events and realised pretty 
quickly the gearing was way out, being an ex-hillclimb car. 
 
Keen to keep everything Northern and after a fruitful meeting with Ian Rowlance @ 6R4.com I saw them 
come onboard to oversee, prepare and develop the car from 2015  (V8 2800cc 590 bhp to V8 3500 
680bhp with huge torque). It’s been a great relationship and I’ve learned a lot and Ian has certainly 
improved my driving! In 2016, 2017 and 2018 I came third in the Championship. 
 
2019 has been a very interesting year with highs and lows, from winning the first two Anglesey rounds 
to finishing ninth and tenth at Blyton.  We realised that some of the changes made to the car hadn’t 
worked so we sat down at Pembrey and reset the car over the weekend, fortunately back to where it 
should be. 
 
Five Top Twelve wins and four second places followed which saw the rewards culminating in the BSC 
championship at the final run of the season, again at the Longton DMC’s Anglesey October event. 
Many thanks to all involved … they hopefully know who they are!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

FINAL WORDS FROM THE EDITOR – Well done John and thanks for sharing your story. 
 
Congratulations also to other Longton members who competed in the BSC – Nick Algar, 
whose engine blew up at Anglesey, finished 4th and John Loudon, in his first year in a 
single-seater, finished 12th. 


