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A HANDFUL OF HUNDREDTHS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE 
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Red mist: FTD man Glynn Sketchley 

Report and pictures by Denise Moore 

Over one hundred competitors arrived at 

Three Sisters on July 1 in very soggy 

conditions that did not bode well for the day’s 

meeting. But, although it drizzled all the way 

through signing on, the rain finally ceased in 

time for the driver’s briefing.  Longton and 

District Motor Club were pleased to welcome 

back the TVR Club taking part as a round of 

their Speed Championship and members of 

the Paul Matty Sportscar Lotus Championship 

as well as all our usual (and loyal) suspects!  

 

Most of our intrepid drivers took things very 

cautiously during the practice runs as the 

weather had left a slippery and unpredictable 

surface, although there were a few incidents.  

Felicity Nelson driving the family Van Diemen 

did a delightful pirouette, several people 

commenting on how graceful it was – Felicity 

herself said she aimed to provide 

entertainment!  There were a few other 

slightly squirelly moments for several other 

drivers – Alan Sawyer in the Subaru ended up 

in the middle of the ‘frying pan’ after deciding 

that the bend was too much trouble and 

carried straight on instead and a couple of 

others who spun or slid after the paddock 

hairpin.   

 

 

 

Pipped: Craig Powers missed FTD by four hundredth 
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Without a doubt the most memorable incident was the sight of Craig Powers stopping and handing 

his nose cone to a marshal and then continuing round the course.  When asked, Craig said that the 

nose cone had come loose and was slipping further and further down and he was trying to drive and 

hang onto it at the same time! Someone commented (unkindly perhaps) that they always suspected 

that it was an airfix kit held together by elastic bands! 

 

The revised one way system from and back to the Paddock worked well with a couple of exceptions 

who shall remain nameless.  However, things were held up slightly in first practice after the Paddock 

Marshal forgot that there were quite a few cars lined up behind the Pit Lane wall also waiting their 

turn (I put it down to his age, you know) but the TVR’s who had been brought out early were very 

forgiving. 

 

The first timed run went briskly and without incident as the track was drying nicely (in places) and the 

sun came out to help things along before the lunch break. 

 

  

After lunch, the second timed run provided a few incidents as the drivers grew bolder with a dry 

track.  Matthew Vaughan in the double entry OMS spun out going up the hill, hit the tyre wall and 

ended up facing backwards with a damaged back wheel.  Although the emergency crews and Chief 

Marshal went out, the driver was OK and he managed to get the car started again and limp back to 

the paddock.  The car was back on the track a little later. 

 

Glyn Sketchley in the  Megapin spun on the exit of the ‘frying pan’ but held onto it well and after a 

moment’s hesitation carried on.  Tim Nunn in his Westfield appeared to lift off on the hill after the 

finish line and ended up at a ninety degree angle to the track (it’s a pretty view from up there!) but 

happily was able to drive away with no damage. 

 

Amongst the classes there were a couple of nip and tuck battles that came down to the wire on the 

final run of the day.  Geoff Ward  was pipped at the post by five hundredth of a second by Phil 

Nelson in class 5B, after having been ahead for most of the day, and in Class 5A, Glynn Sketchley just 

took FTD from Craig Powers by four hundredth. 

 

Looking good: Jon Dobson in his Elan +2 Classy: Stewart Lobley in the TVR 
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THREE SISTERS FINAL 

RESULTS AND AWARDS 

 

Best Prepared Car 

Kevin Bryant Triumph TR3A 

 

Fastest Lady Diver 

Eve Whitehead 45.14 sec 

 

Best Novice  

Matthew Vaughan 44.68 sec 

 

Best Longton /FTD 

Glynn Sketchley 43.21 sec 

 

Final Results: 

SA D Drucker 64.54 

SB R Fish  53.00 

1A R Hickson 57.46 

1B K Minshull 52.48 

1C A Sawyer 53.97 

1D V Lord  54.11 

2A J Loudon 47.70 

2B J Hoyle 47.07 

2C  A Hargreaves 48.13 

3B M Teale 49.90 

3C S Lewis 52.28 

3E J Walsh 54.23 

3G D Hodder 45.21 

3H T Everall 45.24 

4A K Hardy 49.01 

4B N Algar 45.94 

5A C Powers 43.25 

5B P Nelson 48.87 

5D B Walker 47.06 

6 S Barker 62.43 

 

Rev TR  

Simon Allaby  55.44 

 

TVR A 

S Lobley  48.64  

TVR B 

S Lyle   49.92   

(After handicapping applied) 

 

PM Road Class J Dobson 50.55 

 

PM Race Class A Wallen 46.95

  

Winning Westie: Class 3H victor Terry Everall 

Radical racer: Keth Hardy won his class by four hundredth 

Another close finish: FF winner Phil Nelson 

Beaten: FF driver Geoff Ward lost out by five hundredth 



 

 

 

 

V8 IS V GOOD AS KURT POWERS HIS WAY 

TO FTD AT AINTREE  
 

It was a day of ups and downs for LDMC competitors at Aintree on June 30. Kurt Ramsden was definitely on a 

high as he thundered his monster-engined V8 Westfield to a new class record and FTD at 43.88 seconds. At 

the other end of the spectrum Eve Whitehead was left looking a little shame-faced after borrowing Russell 

Thorpe's Doris for the day and dumping her in the perimeter fence at Bechers Bend. 

 

The weather mood was equally variable, with sun, showers, a deluge halfway through the second timed runs 

and finally back to dry. However, this failed to slow things down much and the organisers managed four timed 

runs and drivers achieved new class records. Notable amongst these was a closely fought tussle in class SB 

where the usually dominant Roger Fish was beaten into second place by Martin Rowe in a similar Honda 

S2000. In the course of this they both broke Roger's old record, Martin with 54.10 and Roger 54.39. 

 

Eve Whitehead had started the day enjoying herself hugely in Russel's Renault 5GT Turbo in the merged 

classes 1A, 1B and 1C– he had taken her seat in RBS7B – but her enthusiasm got the better of her with a high-

speed 'off' in the third timed run that crumpled the front left bodywork of Doris, although Russell managed to 

tape up the damage, drive home and compete at Three Sisters the next day. 

 

Vic Lord and Robert Holt had a 'Lotus Elise class' to themselves with Vic winning at 53.97. A welcome returnee 

was Phil Short who came out in his roadgoing Audi R8, clocking a best of 51.62. 

 

In the smaller-engined roadgoing kit cars Andy Taylor took third at 54.26 with Bill and Carol Stevenson coming 

in fifth and sixth. The two smaller modprod classes were merged. John Moxham came in third at 53.16 

followed by Andy Bradley on 55.01 with Graham Briscoe sixth. Andrew Steel was second in the bike-engined 

kit car class with a best of 47.40 with Stephen Morgan on third at 49.89. 

 

Craig Powers was leading the single-seater class on 44.52 when the rear wing mount fractured forcing him to 

miss the final two runs. This left him demoted to second, with Paul Masters third on 45.10. Barry Whitehead 

was fourth in RBS7B on 46.58 with Russell Thorpe, enjoying his RBS debut until distracted by the fate of Doris, 

coming in a bit behind on 46.96. 

 

The eight-strong Formula Ford field saw victory for Geoff Ward on 50.09 in his Swift SC93F with Paul Webb 

third on 51.03 in his older Van Diemen. 
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An apologetic ode to dented Doris… 

Oh Doris, dear Doris, 

forgive me I pray, 

for my heavy right foot 

which ended your day. 

  

Hope you'll soon be restored 

to your wonderful trim, 

and at the next meet  

have another class win. 

- Eve Whitehead 

 
 



 

 

CHAMPIONSHIP LEADERS AFTER THREE SISTERS 
After the Three Sisters round on July 1, last year's champion Martin Rowe was leading Longton's Northern 

Speed Championship on 710.27 points. Second was LDMC's Competition Secretary Craig powers (708.93) and 

third was Eve Whitehead (687.08). Jim Walsh (106) was leading the Sprint Championship from Tim Nunn 

(105.38). 

 

GET YOUR ENTRIES IN FOR LDMC'S NEXT SPRINTS 

Longton and District Motor Club is hosting three more sprints this year and competitors are urged to get their 

entries in as soon as possible. Entry forms on website www.longton-dmc.co.uk. Marshals – your help is always 

most welcome – contact Paul Hiles at paul.hiles@virginmedia.com 

The events are: 

September 9 – Three Sisters Sprint – National B 

October 6 – Anglesey Racing Circuit Sprint – National Circuit – National A/B 

October 7 – Anglesey Racing Circuit Sprint – International Circuit – National A/B 

 

LONGTON INVITATIONS TO SPEED EVENTS 
 

LDMC members have been invited to the following speed events. These are club invitations and do not necessitate 

registration in Longton’s speed championship. Members are reminded that LDMC is a member club of the Association of 

North Western Car Clubs (ANWCC) and we therefore may be invited to events indirectly via our ANWCC affiliation. 

 
Date Day Venue Type  Organising Club Invitation type 

21-Jul-12 Sat Blyton Park Sprint * Westfield SCC LDMC Championship 

Contenders  

22-Jul-12 Sun Blyton Park Sprint * Westfield SCC LDMC Championship 

Contenders 

28-Jul-12 Sat Shelsely Walsh  Hillclimb 

(Classics) 

 MAC direct invite via SRs 

29-Jul-12 Sun Shelsely Walsh Hillclimb 

(Classics) 

 MAC direct invite via SRs 

5-Aug-12 Sun 3-Sisters Sprint * Chester / LAC Invited in Final Instructions 

11-Aug-12 Sat Loton Park Hillclimb * Hagley (HDLCC) LDMC Championship 

Contenders 

11-Aug-12 Sun Loton Park Hillclimb * Hagley (HDLCC) LDMC Championship 

Contenders 

19-Aug-12 Sun Olivers Mount Hillclimb * Auto 66 direct invite via SRs 

19-Aug-12 Sun Scammonden Hillclimb  Pendle DMC via ANWCC 

26-Aug-12 Sun Harewood Hillclimb * BARC(Y) direct invite via SRs 

1-Sept-12 Sat Aintree Sprint * Liverpool via ANWCC 

1-Sept-12 Sat Anglesey Sprint  L&CC / MGCC direct invite via SRs 

2-Sept-12 Sun Anglesey Sprint  L&CC / MGCC direct invite via SRs 

9-Sept-12 Sun 3-Sisters Sprint * Longton DMC LDMC membership 

15-Sept-12 Sat Thoresby Park Sprint * Notts SCC LDMC Championship 

Contenders 

16-Sept-12 Sun Thoresby Park Sprint * Notts SCC LDMC Championship 

Contenders 

6-Oct-12 Sat Anglesey (Nat) Sprint * Longton DMC LDMC membership 

7-Oct-12 Sun Anglesey 

(Inter) 

Sprint * Longton DMC LDMC membership 

14-Oct-12 Sun Elvington Sprint  Auto 66 direct invite via SRs 

 

Events marked * are part of the Longton’s Northern Speed Championship. This list will be subject to updates in future 

bulletins as further SRs are published. If you need assistance with obtaining SRs / Entry Forms then feel free to contact 

Craig Powers via cpowers@blueyonder.co.uk who may already have copies of the regs or can put you in contact with 

the organising club. 

Continued …… 

 



 

 

SNIPPETS FROM JULY MSA NEWS 
Prime Minister David Cameron praised the UK motor sport industry in a TV interview over the British Grand 

Prix weekend. He described the sector as being 'an extraordinary industry for Britain' and added: 'Motor sport 

is worth something like £6bn to the UK economy. More than half of it is exported, so it’s entrepreneurial, it’s 

high-end manufacturing and it’s big technology.' 

 
Business Secretary Vince Cable also praised motor sport’s contribution to the economy at the SMMT 

International Automotive Summit last month. 'It is a very good story and the industry needs a massive pat on 

the back. We’re talking about a massive contribution to the UK economy.'  

 

Scott Moran won both rounds of the Avon Tyres MSA Hillclimb Championship at Harewood after resisting 

pressure from Trevor Willis and the GWR Raptor 1600cc drivers, Jos Goodyear and Lee Adams. Provisional 

championship standings: 1 Scott Moran – 149 points; 2 Trevor Willis – 133 points; 3 Roger Moran – 115 

points. 

 

Stewart Robb was in dominant form again at Kirkistown, winning both top 12 run-offs and cutting Terry 

Holmes’ lead in the SBD Motorsport MSA British Sprint Championship to a single point. Provisional 

championship standings: 1 Terry Holmes – 76 points; 2 Stewart Robb – 75 points; 3 Graham Porrett – 48 

points. 

 

Jenson Button was presented with the Hawthorn Memorial Trophy at the British Grand Prix. Established in 

honour of Britain’s first F1 champion, 1958 winner Mike Hawthorn, the award is for the highest placed British 

or Commonwealth driver in the previous year’s F1 world championship. 

 

 

AND FINALLY … A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
A reminder of the date change for Longton's Annual Dinner and Presentation evening from January 26 to 

JANUARY 19, 2013 at the Barton Grange Hotel, Barton, Preston. 
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